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Introduction
The communications team at Visit York have 
put together this press pack to provide 
inspiration for journalists, travel writers and 
influencers who are looking for fresh ideas 
and reasons to visit and write about York.  
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York is a well-known historical gem, with the history of the city 
spanning over 2000 years from its establishment by Romans, to then 
being invaded by the Vikings, as well as its position as the Capital 
of the North. York also has an extensive chocolate history with Terry 
and Rowntree beginning their sweet journeys here with Chocolate 
Orange and Kit Kat. It is a small city with so much packed in, much of 
which has already been written about, but with a huge amount more 
remaining to be discovered. We hope this pack will help you inspire 
your readers and viewers to choose York for their next adventure.  

York boasts 20 visitor attractions located within the historic 
city walls including the world famous JORVIK Viking Centre, 
the iconic York Minster and the National Railway Museum.   

With many major festivals in the city cancelled in 2021 due to the 
pandemic, we’re so excited to see the return of the JORVIK Viking 
Festival, York Ice Trail, plus celebrating key milestones including 
the 70th anniversary of North Yorkshire Moors National Park and 
30 years of York’s popular Christmas market St Nicholas Fair.  

We hope you will be inspired to visit York and that you 
have a wonderful stay in the city. We’d be delighted to 
assist you with your accommodation arrangements and 
provide you with York Passes for you to explore the city’s 
attractions. We look forward to welcoming you soon! 

Sarah and Brittany in the 
Visit York communications team. 
comms@makeityork.com 

comms@makeityork.com 


A NEW PERSPECTIVE ON 
CLIFFORD’S TOWER 
OPENING 2ND APRIL 2022 

The fascinating story of Clifford’s Tower 
will finally be told thanks to a major 
investment by English Heritage at 
one of York’s most important heritage 
sites. Exposed to the elements for 
more than 300 years, the historic fabric 
of the tower needed specialist care. 
The tower’s historic stonework has 
been repaired, including the walls, 
arrow slits and fireplaces, and works 
will allow visitors to climb two spiral 
staircases which have been inaccessible 
for centuries. Specialists have also 
conserved the chapel roof and interior 
to allow the public to access it again, 
cleaning the stonework, replacing 
structural joists to support the roof 
and replacing tiles to make it water-
tight. The intricate plaques above the 
entrance door, which show the coats 
of arms of Charles I and Henry Clifford, 
will also be repaired and conserved. 
The tower has been closed to visitors 
throughout the project and is due to 
reopen in April 2022.  
english-heritage.org.uk
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News and New 
Openings 
A modern cosmopolitan city with deep historic 
roots, York is not static and every year brings 
new openings and developments. See below 
information for all of York’s additions in 2022 
-from new restaurants and hotels, to rejuvenation 
projects and activities. 
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THE GUILDHALL 
OPENING EARLY 2022 

Following an extensive restoration 
and redevelopment, the Guildhall 
York opens early in 2022. Built in 
1445, this historic civic site combines 
many original features with modern 
renovations and stunning river views.  
The Main Hall will be available to hire 
for events and the building will also 
include office and collaborative working 
areas, spaces for community use and a 
café. york.gov.uk/guildhall 

THE GRAND ORGAN RETURNS TO 
YORK MINSTER 
17 MAY – 14 NOVEMBER 2022

Hear York Minster’s Grand Organ once 
again fill the cathedral’s awe-inspiring 
spaces for the first time since 2018 
as the £2m, once-in-a-century project 
to refurbish the Organ is completed. 
There will be a series of inaugural 
recitals throughout 2022 to celebrate 
the return of York Minster’s Grand 
Organ, which dates back to the 1830’s, 
where you can experience its unique 
sounds and marvel at the craftsmanship 
of such an incredible instrument. Visit 
yorkminster.org for more information. 

YORK GIN – THE DISTILLERY 
OPENING LATER IN 2022
 
York Gin have announced the launch 
of their exciting new gin joint at 
York’s Coppergate centre, opposite 
the famous Jorvik Viking Centre. The 
Distillery will house a visitor attraction 
and a high-end cocktail bar and at 
its centre, a beautiful copper still will 
make award-winning York Gin. The 
Distillery will offer gin tasting, gin 
making and cocktail making classes, 
plus a gift shop which will sell the full 
York Gin range. It is the brainchild of 
the York Gin Company, whose range 
of gins have won gold medals at the 
world’s top spirits competitions, and 
whose internationally famous shop on 
Pavement has been crowned one of 
York’s best. yorkgin.com

Photo by English Heritage

www.english-heritage.org.uk
york.gov.uk/guildhall
www.yorkminster.org
www.yorkgin.com
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THE BOX BNB 
OPEN NOW

The BOX BNB have created a series 
of new, luxury, short-term holiday lets 
from converted shipping containers in 
Yorkshire’s food capital, Malton. They 
have three cabins on their working farm 
in the North York Moors and are the 
perfect place for singles, couples and 
small families to come together and 
enjoy the surrounding countryside and 
rural attractions. The cabins are on the 
edge of the moors, which is a dark sky 
reserve where the star gazing on a clear 

night is something to behold. Within 
a short drive of the East coast beach 
towns of Whitby and Scarborough, 
and a host of other attractions, there is 
something for everyone when staying 
at the BOX BNB. Bookings can be 
made directly through the website 
theboxbnb.co.uk. 

THE REFECTORY  

An exciting new development as part 
of York Minster will see an accessible, 
locally-sourced restaurant opening 

in a newly refurbished outbuilding of 
The Minster School. Seasonal food 
will be the focus of the new Refectory 
restaurant at the Minster, which is 
due to open later this year under the 
direction of chef Bex Toppin. All local 
produce used in the restaurant will 
be sourced from local independent 
shops, butchers and grocers along 
Bishopthorpe Road. Sustainability, 
biodiversity and well-being are at heart 
of the new Refectory restaurant. The 
plans involve a sympathetic renovation 
of the Grade II listed building at 
number 2 Deangate to a full restoration 

of the building, including cleaning 
and repairs to the stonework to 
reveal previously hidden architectural 
features. The proposals include 
important new elements such as the 
creation of disabled access throughout 
the building and the installation of 
solar panels – the first anywhere in the 
Precinct. For more information, visit 
yorkminster.org

CITY WALLS EXPERIENCE AT 
MICKLEGATE BAR
OPENING 2ND APRIL 2022 

The story of York’s city walls, from 
Romans to Victorians, is set to be told 
in a new visitor attraction within the 
stones of the famous fortifications. 
The City Wall Experience, within the 
gatehouse of Micklegate Bar, will 
provide visitors with an insight into 
the history of how York became a 
walled city, how the walls have evolved 
since Roman times and the historic 

characters linked to Micklegate Bar, 
from Royals to soldiers. Alongside visits 
to the attraction, the Micklegate Bar 
team will be running exclusive guided 
tours around the part of the walls and 
the streets which are usually hidden to 
the public. An accessible version of the 
tour will also be available for anyone 
unable to get onto the walls as well as 
enhancements for those people with 
additional needs. yorkcitywalls.com

Photo by The JORVIK Group 

www.theboxbnb.co.uk
www.yorkminster.org
http://www.yorkcitywalls.com
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Exhibitions and 
Events 2022 
York is a vibrant, exciting city full of things 
to do on your visit. See below information 
for all of York’s additions in 2022 - from new 
and returning events, to new exhibitions and 
extensions to the public’s favourite displays. 
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JORVIK VIKING FESTIVAL  
28TH MAY – 1ST JUNE 2022 

The Vikings will once again be pitching 
their tents in central York in May 2022 
with the welcome return of the JORVIK 
Viking Festival. The five-day festival 
will include living history, hands-on 
fun, craft workshops and many other 
activities. Other popular events include 
the Best Beard competition and the 
Strongest Viking competition.
jorvikvikingfestival.co.uk

RUGBY LEAGUE WORLD CUP AT 
LNER COMMUNITY STADIUM 
2ND - 14TH NOVEMBER 2022   

The biggest and best Rugby League 
World Cup in history is coming to York 
in 2022. The international tournament 
will be hosted at the new LNER 
community stadium this autumn, 
with rescheduled fixtures after it’s 
postponement in 2021. York has the 
pleasure of hosting eight women’s 
matches, including the thrilling double-
header semi-final. York was selected as 
one of 18 host cities and towns across 
England, in a 61-match schedule.  
rlwc2021.com/tickets

BEYOND BLOOMSBURY: LIFE, LOVE 
AND LEGACY EXHIBITION AT YORK 
ART GALLERY
4 MARCH – 5 JUNE 2022 

This major new exhibition, in 
partnership with the National Portrait 
Gallery and Sheffield Museums, will 
explore the lives and works of an 
extraordinary group of writers, artists 
and thinkers, known as the Bloomsbury 
Group, who were active in England in 
the first half of the twentieth-century. 
Key figures include the great writer and 
pioneer of feminist thought Virginia 
Woolf, her sister the painter Vanessa 
Bell, and the circle of friends that 
gathered around these young women. 
The exhibition will also include new 
works by the artist Sahara Longe 
specially commissioned by York 
Museums Trust and Sheffield Museums 
to respond to the exhibition and the 
work of Bloomsbury artists. 
yorkartgallery.org.uk

SPRING SEASON AT YORK THEATRE 
ROYAL 
SPRING 2022   

York Theatre Royal has been producing 
great drama in the beautiful city of 
York for over 270 years and is one 
of the country’s leading producing 
theatres. Go inside and see it live, 
as York Theatre Royal enters into a 
new season – Spring!  The Northern 
Broadsides return with Shakespeare’s 
environmentalist masterpiece As 
You Like It, 23-26 Mar, and there’s a 
chance to throw off some shackles 
with Jake Quickenden and Darren Day 
in Footloose, 28 Mar – 02 Apr. As the 
ground thaws, there’ll be new work 
from ATC, Northern Stage, English 
Touring Opera and Le Gateau Chocolat 
before singing the way into summer 
with The Rise and Fall of Little Voice, 
04-09 Jul. YorkTheatreRoyal.co.uk

Photo by milnercreative

jorvikvikingfestival.co.uk
www.rlwc2021.com/tickets
www.yorkartgallery.org.uk
http://www.YorkTheatreRoyal.co.uk
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YORK FESTIVAL OF IDEAS 
11 - 24 JUNE 2022 
 
Enjoy an inspiring programme of 
in-person and online events at York 
Festival of Ideas 2022. Taking place 
from 11 to 24 June 2022 under the 
banner of The Next Chapter, the 
Festival offers over 150 FREE events, 
including talks from world-class 
speakers, exhibitions, theatre, music, 
films, guided walks, and family-friendly 
activities. With topics ranging from 
history to health, AI to art, and politics 
to psychology, the festival promises 
something for all ages and interests. 
York Festival of Ideas is one of the 
largest free festivals of its kind in the 
UK and was enjoyed by a worldwide 
audience of over 60,000 in 2021.
Look out for the 2022 programme 
going live on 29 April 2022, and watch 
some of the 2021 events for free at 
yorkfestivalofideas.com. 

SILVERDALE HOARD AT JORVIK 
VIKING CENTRE  
8TH FEBRUARY 2022 – FEBRUARY 
2023

An incredible collection of silver 
jewellery and coins is set to form the 
centrepiece of a new year-long display 
at York’s JORVIK Viking Centre. The 
Silverdale Hoard dates back to around 

900 AD and is one of the largest Viking 
Hoards ever discovered in the UK. The 
full hoard contains over 200 pieces, 
including arm rings, hacksilver and 
coins. jorvikvikingcentre.co.uk

THE BAR CONVENT TRUE CROSS
SPRING 2022
  
This Spring, the Bar Convent has 
revealed a re-display of the little-
known, but significant and sacred True 
Cross relic. Encased in a silver gilt 
cross and an elaborate silver, crystal 
and bejeweled monstrance-like case 
c.1867-70, it is a stunning centrepiece 
in the Bar Convent exhibition. Research 
into the True Cross has uncovered 
documentation that has never been 
on public display before. Through this 
documentation, further history of the 
relic has been discovered including 
the painstaking research undertaken 
to have it authenticated and how the 
relic was historically exhibited. See the 
Bar Convent True Cross on display, and 
discover more about its significance at 
The Bar Convent. bar-convent.org.uk

YORK CHOCOLATE STORY – 
SUMMER OF SMARTIES  
SUMMER 2022  

This year marks 140 years of the 

popular chocolate favourite, 
Smarties. The ‘Chocolate Beans’ were 
manufactured by Rowntree’s of York 
from as early as 1882. To celebrate this 
milestone, York Chocolate Story will be 
hosting the ‘Summer of Smarties’ which 
will include smarties related activities 
for all ages to get involved with.  
yorkchocolatestory.com

FALKLANDS CONFLICT 40TH 
ANNIVERSARY AT YORKSHIRE AIR 
MUSEUM  
OPENS 2ND APRIL 2022  

When Argentine military forces landed 
on the British Falkland Islands in April 
1982, they triggered a conflict that 
would claim hundreds of lives on both 
sides and have political ramifications 
around the world. But how do you fight 
an air war, 8000 miles from home, with 
no airfields or bases at your disposal? 
Discover the answers at the Yorkshire 
Air Museum this Spring, with a special 
exhibition and supporting events, 
covering the Falklands Air War. As well 
as military hardware from the time of 
the conflict, including a Harrier jump 
jet and Mirage fighter, there will be 
displays of archive and audio-visual 
material, including exclusive interviews 
with the former RAF bomber pilot who 
led an 8000-mile raid on the airfield at 
Port Stanley. yorkshireairmuseum.org
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EDEN CAMP 
REOPENING APRIL 2022 

2022 promises to be a huge year for 
Eden Camp Modern History Museum, 
with a brand new and long-awaited 
Blitz Experience and newly built 
Heritage Hall which will house newly 
restored vehicles, including 3 of 8 of 
the CVRT vehicles that went to the 
Falklands. With help from the veterans 
who drove them, Eden Camp will 
be displaying a temporary exhibit 
throughout April to commemorate the 
40th anniversary of the Falklands War.  
edencamp.co.uk

HEDGEROW WALK WITH 
SLOEMOTION AT CASTLE HOWARD 
7TH APRIL, 10TH JUNE AND 16TH 
SEPTEMBER 2022  

Join the Sloemotion Team as they 
uncover some of Castle Howard’s 
Heritage Hedgerows. Enjoy a walking 
tour that lasts approximately 1.5 hours 
followed by a delicious gin tasting 
session using the fruits from the local 
hedgerows - the perfect way to spend 
an afternoon! 
castlehoward.co.uk/whats-on

 YORK FLOWER FESTIVAL  
9TH JUNE – 12TH JUNE 2022  

Working with independent florists 
from Askham Bryan College, Bishop 
Burton college and a wide community 
of flower clubs across the North East 
and Yorkshire, the York Flower Festival 
is returning for 2022! This year’s theme 
‘Once Upon a Time’ will see the florists 
exploring children’s books and the 
art of storytelling down Micklegate 
through a series of stunning displays 
across a four-day programme of 
floral demonstrations, workshops and 
drawing classes. The festival will be 
working in partnership with BookTrust – 
a national charity dedicated to getting 
more children reading. 

YORK MYSTERY PLAYS 
SUNDAY 19TH AND 26TH JUNE 2022 

The York Mystery Plays are returning 
in June this year, marking over 25 
years of bringing the York Plays to 
the City streets. The plays will take 
place on Pageant wagons, following 
a tradition dating as far back as 1376. 
Pushed by the residents of York, these 
will move through the streets of York 
accompanied by musicians to create 

hours of drama and fun, free on the 
streets of York. They’ll be performing 
at four different city centre locations in 
the city including St. Sampson’s Square, 
St. Helen’s Square, King’s Manor and 
the College Green. 

THE INNOVATION PLATFORM 
JUNE 2022 – JUNE 2024 

This summer, the National Railway 
Museum will launch a new series 
of pop-up exhibitions called The 
Innovation Platform. Inspired by 
Trafalgar Square’s Fourth Plinth, which 
invites leading artists to temporarily 
exhibit their work on a vacant pedestal, 
The Innovation Platform will showcase 
the latest objects and technology 
from the contemporary rail industry.  
Launching in June 2022, the exhibition 
will last for two years and will exhibit 
significant objects in the museum, 
working with experts from across 
the UK. The Innovation Platform 
will surprise and challenge visitors 
and provide a glimpse of the future, 
displaying technology with artistic flair.

 
Photo by Charlotte Graham Photo by Agri Captured Photography

Photo by Agri Captured Photography

https://yorkfestivalofideas.com/
jorvikvikingcentre.co.uk
www.bar-convent.org.uk
www.yorkchocolatestory.com
www.yorkchocolatestory.com
www.yorkchocolatestory.com
www.yorkshireairmuseum.org
edencamp.co.uk
www.castlehoward.co.uk/whats-on
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GET ACTIVE PROJECT 
VARIOUS DATES THROUGHOUT THE 
YEAR  

The York based project is back this year 
with a series of nature walks, urban 
photography walks, barn advances, 
bushcraft events, woodland gift making 
and much more to encourage families 
across wider York to get active and 
spend quality time together as a family.  
The project is funded by Sport England 
and WEA aimed at families with 
children aged 5-12 years old. To find 
out more, visit courses.wea.org.uk/
families-get-active-eastern

DICK TURPIN AT YORK DUNGEON 

The York Dungeon is a journey through 
2000 years of York’s darkest history, 
bringing together iconic characters, 
immersive sets and thrilling special-
effects in a unique and exciting actor
 led experience that you see, hear, 
feel and smell. In 2022, see if you 
can survive an encounter with one of 
York’s most iconic characters, Dick 
Turpin! Take a ride in an 18th Century, 
darkened carriage and hold on to 
your valuables, there’s rumours of 
highwaymen prowling the area, and 

the most vicious one of all is said to 
have returned… (children under 5 not 
permitted). 

COOKERY CLASSES AT THE GRAND, 
YORK 

The Grand, York’s state-of-the-art 
cookery school offers a variety of 
courses designed for everyone from 
novices to aspiring chefs. Not only are 
the cookery school classes ideal for 
learning a little extra about fine cuisine, 
but it serves as a dynamic setting for 
events and conferences as well as 
providing a unique and fun experience 
for individuals. 
thegrandyork.co.uk/cookery-school

THE GRAND’S GIN JOURNEY AT THE 
GRAND, YORK  

Enjoy a Grand Gin Journey with a 
Hendrick’s Tipsy Afternoon Tea and a 
tour at the Masons distillery. Join the 
team at Masons of Yorkshire, close 
to the market town of Bedale, and 
discover the magic and process behind 
Yorkshire’s most awarded gin range. 
thegrandyork.co.uk/winter-
experiences/ 

GIN TASTINGS AT THE 16TH 
CENTURY YORK GIN SHOP

Award-winning, independent distillers 
York Gin are now offering Gin Tastings 
in their beautiful, 16th Century shop 
on Pavement, opposite the famous 
Shambles. Taste all six of their 
delicious, locally-made gins in their 
hour-long sessions where you’ll become 
a tasting connoisseur. Includes two full 
G&Ts and a fun, fascinating history of 
gin. £30 per person. Group discounts 
available. yorkgin.com

COCKTAIL MAKING CLASSES, YORK 
GIN AT THE RAILWAY STATION

A truly delicious way to spend a couple 
of hours with your friends learning 
cocktail making skills you’ll use for 
years to come. Expert mixologists will 
teach you cocktail making tips and 
tricks - and you’ll enjoy three delicious 
gin cocktails too. All great fun - with 
entertaining and engaging gin experts 
providing stories and legends of gin to 
amaze and amuse you. £40 per person. 
Group discounts available.
yorkgin.com

Photo by The Grand, York 

Photo by York Gin

Photo by York Dungeon

https://www.visityork.org/business-directory/families-get-active-the-workers-education-association-wea
courses.wea.org.uk/families-get-active-eastern
courses.wea.org.uk/families-get-active-eastern
https://www.thegrandyork.co.uk/cookery-school
https://www.thegrandyork.co.uk/winter-experiences/
https://www.thegrandyork.co.uk/winter-experiences/
www.yorkgin.com
www.yorkgin.com
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#LoveWalking – 
Love Walking in 
York
Compact and beautiful, York provides 
numerous interesting, sometimes 
hidden, sites that are easily reached 
and seen by walking. 

As part of the celebratory #LoveYork 
campaign launched earlier this year, 
a new #LoveWalking hub has been 
created to help inspire local residents 
and visitors to explore the city on foot. 
The hub includes a variety of themed 
trails, walking inspiration and tips for 
exploring York - showcasing the unique 
offer of the city.
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MERCHANT ADVENTURERS’ 
HALL – THE TWO RIVERS TRAIL  
1ST APRIL 2022 – 31ST MARCH 2023
 
Follow this new trail around the 
Merchant Adventurers’ Hall to discover 
the great inheritance of York’s rivers 
from fortune and flood, exploration and 
opportunity to fashion and commerce. 
Explore through the Hall’s unique 
collections what the Rivers Ouse 
and Foss have bequeathed 
upon the city and the Merchant 
Adventurers of York; a complex 
history that we live with today.  
merchantshallyork.org

DUNGEON LATES  
EVENINGS FROM JANUARY 
TO OCTOBER 2022

A naughtier, darker, adultier Dungeon 
tour, on Saturday nights from January 
to October (strictly Adults only).  
New for 2022 and exclusive to their late 
night openings, from April your tour 

of the York Dungeon will also include 
their brand new “Body Snatchers” 
show, as they delve into York’s 
gruesome history of grave robbing. 
thedungeons.com/york
  

YORK CHOCOLATE TRAIL

Modern York was built on the chocolate 
industry, home to famous names like 
Rowntree and Terry, and this rich, 
chocolatey heritage has left its mark 
all around the city. Visit York Chocolate 
Trail showcases the landmarks and 
businesses who have a strong link 
to the confectionery industry, and 
the families which built it, covering 
hundreds of years of York’s history. 
On top of the indoors attractions, 
there’s plenty to see outside too, from 
the birth place of Joseph Rowntree 
to a stunning Terry’s shopfront. 
visityork.org/chocolate-trail

YORK CITY WALLS

One of York’s defining features, the 
city walls make for a brilliant walk. At 
3.4 kilometres long, these beautifully 
preserved structures are the longest 
medieval town walls in England. A walk 
around the entirety of the remaining 
walls takes about two hours, and 
there is a great deal to see along the 
way, including the four main bars, two 
lesser bars, the postern, other towers 
including the Roman Multangular 
Tower, and fascinating details like arrow 
slits, musket loops, sculptures and 
masons’ marks. The city walls provide 
stunning cityscape views of York, as 
well as sight of the city’s wondrous 
and varied architecture. This includes 
both the current and former railway 
stations, York Art Gallery, King’s Manor, 
a glimpse of Holgate’s five sailed 
windmill, and a distant Terry’s factory.

YORK GHOST TOURS

York is well known as being the most 
haunted city in Europe, so there are 
many ghost walks and tours to guide 
visitors through thousands of years of 
history, mystery, folklore and legends 
that smoulder beneath the city’s 
ancient streets. Here is just a glimpse 
of some of the tours to embark on 
when exploring York’s dark history: 

THE BLOODY TOUR OF YORK

Winner of the York Culture Award 
for Performing Artist and a Visit York 
Tourism Awards winner, Mad Alice 
takes visitors on a 90 minute walking 
tour of the city. Down snickleways and 

side streets recounting the gruesome 
and grisly past of the city. Stories of 
invasions, executions and heads on 
spikes are rife on every corner, as 
are tales of some famous historical 
characters. Visitors can discover the 
true history of the city on this fun and 
fascinating tour for all the family to 
enjoy. thebloodytourofyork.co.uk 

THE DEATHLY DARK TOUR 

One of the latest great additions 
to the city’s ghost walks scene. The 
Deathly Dark Tour offers a blend 
of entertainment and education 
in the style ‘horrible histories’ 
- making the tours fun for the 
whole family. Dorian Deathly takes 

visitors on a different kind of tour 
to experience the darker side of 
York with a grim sense of humour.
doriandeathly.co.uk

THE ORIGINAL GHOST 
WALK OF YORK

Believed to be the world’s first ghost 
walk. The Original Ghost Walk of York 
offers professional, artistic production 
without silly tricks or gimmicks. An 
evocative evening of intrigue and 
passion for the more discerning 
visitor. The tour explores the history 
and mystery, the folklore and legends 
beneath York’s ancient streets. Find out 
more about the York Ghost Tours here
theoriginalghostwalkofyork.co.uk

YORK WALKING TOURS 

Visitors to York wanting to explore 
the city and learn more about its 
history, heritage, architecture, 
gastronomic scene and more, have 
plenty of guided tours to choose 
from. Here is just a couple of tours 
that might be of interest: . 

YORK CAT TRAIL 

Free fun for young and old, this trail 
guides visitors around York, exploring 
highlights including the Clifford’s 
Tower, Shambles and York Minster, 
plus lots of cats along the way. Visitors 
can pick up a trail leaflet in the Cat 
Gallery store and embark on a self-
guided tour to see the sights and find 
the cat statues all around the city

ANNE LISTER IN YORK 
WALKING TOUR 

Anne Lister, the main character of 
the popular BBC drama Gentleman 
Jack (also filmed in York), has lived in 
York. The tour explores Anne’s life and 
what York was like for her 200 years 
ago. Visitors follow Anne’s footsteps, 
where she walked, where she 
shopped and where she got married, 
as outlined in her personal diary. 

YORKSHIRE APPETITE FOOD TOURS 

The York Food Tour is a walking tour 
that takes visitors around the cultural 
centre of the city, starting at the 
impressive York Minster. The tour 
winds its way through the streets and 
visitors get to try some delicious 

Yorkshire fare and learn about our 
history and culture along the way. 
There are five stops along the route 
for  food and/or drink tasting. 

WHITE ROSE YORK TOURS 

A free two-hour tour that is like 
stepping back through all of England’s 
history. For two thousand years, 
York has been at the centre of the 
nation’s affairs, and the tour guides 
will bring that history to life in an 
entertaining and very informative 
way as they lead visitors through lush 
parks and narrow lanes, past grand 
churches and palaces, by ruined 
castles and abbeys and along the 
historic city walls. Find out more about 
#LoveWalking in york at visityork.
org/explore/loveyork/lovewalking  

www.merchantshallyork.org
www.thedungeons.com/york
www.visityork.org/chocolate-trail
thebloodytourofyork.co.uk
doriandeathly.co.uk
theoriginalghostwalkofyork.co.uk/
https://www.visityork.org/explore/loveyork/lovewalking
https://www.visityork.org/explore/loveyork/lovewalking
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York: UNESCO 
Creative City of 
Media Arts 
A meeting point for ideas and creativity 
for two millennia, York is a city where 
outstanding, renowned heritage meets 
a cutting-edge and contemporary 
approach to creativity. York’s rich 
history combines with our status as a 
UNESCO Creative City of Media Arts to 
act as a powerful catalyst to attract, 
encourage and help grow York’s 
cultural and creative sectors. 

As a UNESCO Creative City, we seek 
to embed creativity in every aspect 
of making and living in our city - in 
the economy, in wellbeing and in 
placemaking. In 2020, York launched a 
new Culture Strategy - York’s Creative 
Future - which has inclusion and 
participation at its core; showcasing 
the city’s commitment to ensuring 
culture is relevant and accessible 
to everybody in York regardless of 
age, background or postcode. It 
places culture at the core of activities 
from major capital developments to 
residents’ wellbeing and will work to 
ensure cultural entitlement for every 
child.  York is one of only 12 UNESCO 
Creative Cities in the UK and we are 
unique in being the UK’s first and only 
UNESCO Creative City of Media Arts.

 

To us, media arts encompass all 
contemporary creativity: it is the 
nexus of the creative economy, art 
and technology - and York is home 
to many vibrant, leading media arts 
organisations, events and initiatives. 
York Mediale is an international 
media arts charity, which delivers 
an international media arts festival 
every two years; the Guild of Media 
Arts consists of around 200 creative 
practitioners across the sector, and 
represents York as the Focal Point 
for the UNESCO designation; the 
Aesthetica Short Film Festival is a 
leading annual international festival in 
York; and XR Stories provides research 
and development for the future of 
immersive and interactive storytelling. 

YORK’S CREATIVE 
FUTURE: YORK CULTURE 
STRATEGY 2020 – 2025

York’s Creative Future has inclusion 
and participation at its core, and the 
commitment to ensure that culture is 
relevant and accessible to everybody in 
York – regardless of age, background 
or postcode. It places culture at 
the heart of activities from major 
capital developments, to residents’ 
wellbeing – and will work to ensure 
cultural entitlement for every child 
The Culture Strategy has the ambition 
to transform York – and by 2025 we 
believe York will be known as a city 
where outstanding, renowned heritage 
comes together with a cutting-edge 
and contemporary approach to 
creativity – reflecting the city’s rich 
history and its status as the UK’s first 
UNESCO Creative City of Media Arts.
Read more about the York Culture 
Strategy at makeityork.com/culture
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70th Anniversary of 
North York Moors 
National Park   
The North York Moors National Park is one 
of the UK’s most extraordinary places, 
established in 1952 the 554 square miles 
of fabulous countryside, open heather 
moorland and rugged coast are worth 
exploring. From rolling panoramas and big 
skies to enchanting forests and idyllic dales, 
there’s a sense of peace and tranquillity 
here that’s hard to beat - and all this just 
20 miles or so north of York. 

As 2022 marks the 70th anniversary of the 
North York Moors as a National Park, expect 
many fun events to take place, such as: 

21visityork.org

GUIDED WALKS 
VARIOUS DATES FROM 2 
MARCH - 6 NOVEMBER 2022

A Breath of Fresh Air is a great annual 
programme of free guided walks led 
by the knowledgeable and dedicated 
band of National Park volunteers 
who will be telling the stories of the 
National Park over the last 70 years. 
Numbers on each walk are restricted 
and many walks fill up quickly, so 
please book as early as possible
northyorkmoors.org.uk/visiting/
enjoy-outdoors/walking 

A TASTE OF THE NORTH 
YORK MOORS  
7 AUGUST 2022

Enjoy a taste of the North York Moors 
and celebrate local food at Sutton 
Bank National Park Centre with local 
food suppliers, local artists providing 
music and Morris dancing. Free entry 
(10am –4pm).  To find out more about 
all the different activities in the North 
York Moors, visit 70 Years of the 
North York Moors National Park.
tasteofthenorthyorkmoors.com 

DARK SKIES FRINGE FESTIVAL  
21ST - 30TH OCTOBER 2022 

One festival isn’t enough! Following 
on from the Dark Skies Festival 
in February, #SeeMoorStars with 
another fixture to the stargazing 
calendar. Expect more starry 
delights across the North York 

Moors during half-term week. 
northyorkmoors.org.uk/visiting/
whats-on/dark-skies-festival

DARK SKIES AT THE GRAND, YORK  
MULTIPLE DATES 

Escape to the North York Moors and 
enjoy an unforgettable stargazing 
experience with your friends and 
family. After receiving International 
Dark Sky Reserve status last December, 
the skies of the North York Moors are 
one of the best spots for stargazing. 
Relax and unwind with an included 
one-night stay, breakfast, a two-
course meal, a treat to travel with and 
transport to the moors to stargaze 
under the night sky. With four dates 
in the winter months to choose from, 
each experience is the perfect chance 
to cosy up and see plenty of stars. 
thegrandyork.co.uk/whats-
on/packages/dark-skies/ 

NORTH YORKSHIRE 
MOORS RAILWAY 
4TH APRIL 2022 ONWARDS 

The North Yorkshire Moors Railway 
reopens for its spring season in 
April, with passengers able to hop 
on board and experience 24 miles of 
glorious heritage railway. Enjoy the 
breathtaking scenery of the North 
York Moors National Park, including 
Goathland railway station, known 
to millions as the filming location 
for the iconic Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone and home to the 

popular TV series Heartbeat. For more 
information about the heritage railway, 
or to book tickets, visit nymr.co.uk 

PULLMAN DINING EXPERIENCE 
ON NORTH YORKSHIRE 
MOORS RAILWAY  
APRIL – OCTOBER 2022 

New for 2022, NYMR have introduced 
the Private Coupe Package, offering 
guests a private dining experience 
within their own compartment, 
which can seat up to four people. 
This exclusive package includes a 
complimentary bottle of house wine 
and a bottle of still or sparkling water.  
nymr.co.uk/Pages/Category/
pullman-dining 

BEHIND THE SCENES AT NORTH 
YORKSHIRE MOORS RAILWAY  
FROM 8TH APRIL – 28TH 
OCTOBER 2022 

Always wanted to find out what goes 
on behind the scenes of the award-
winning heritage railway? Now’s your 
chance, thanks to the Grosmont Engine 
Shed Tours, where you’ll receive a 
guided tour of the site and locomotive 
sheds in Grosmont. During this guided 
tour of the Motive Power Department, 
you’ll find out all about what it takes 
to maintain the NYMR’s fleet of steam 
locomotives and locomotives currently 
undergoing restoration. During the 
tour, there’s ample opportunity to 
take photographs of the locomotives 
and the work being done.
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Taste of York  
Home to an abundance of cafes, bars and restaurants, York has a 
diverse food scene with tastes from across the world contained in 
one compact city. If fine dining is your thing then you’re spoilt for 
choice, book a table at Roots restaurant, home to Michelin Chef 
Tommy Banks. For food on the go check out the very best in street 
food, the Shambles Food Court and Spark: York have it all covered 
whether you’re vegan or a meat lover. In more relaxed surroundings, 
set down for afternoon tea in the iconic Bettys Café Tea Rooms. 

The Gin and Craft Beer scene is thriving in the city with local 
breweries and distilleries producing unique local flavours such as the 
award-winning York Gin and Brew York.
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Treat yourself

Roots York – opened in 2018, Roots York embraces 
the farming ethos and techniques of the Banks family 
and offers a sharing plate dining experience with its 
seasonal menu. Roots York is an expression of the 
people behind it, including the Michelin Star Chef 
Tommy Banks. Redefining the traditional four seasons, 
Tommy has created three growing groups inspired by 
Oldstead’s ingredients: ‘The Hunger Gap’, ‘Time of 
Abundance’ and ‘The Preserving Season’. These groups 
inspire the menu at the restaurant.

Le Cochon Aveugle – located in the heart of York, Le 
Cochon Aveugle is a critically acclaimed and award-
winning restaurant run by husband and wife Josh and 
Victoria Overington. Serving an ever-changing, seasonal 
menu, this intimate dining experience is rooted in the 
Parisian bistronomy concept of stripping back fine-
dining to a more relaxed and informal setting, making 
the experience more fun and approachable. Diners 
get to eat a ‘blind’ tasting menu – a reflection of the 
restaurant’s name which means the blind pig, which 
inspires many people to visit the restaurant.

Fish&Forest – Fish&Forest pride themselves on 
locating and using the finest ingredients for all their 
dishes, from their ethically farmed fish to local game. 
Run by local Chef Stephen Andrews, the restaurant 
has already been listed in the Michelin Guide, won 
Yorkshire prestige Bistro of the Year and been awarded 
a good food award.  

Melton’s Restaurant – opened over two decades ago 
in 1991, Melton’s restaurant is run by Michael and Lucy 
Hjort and has been featured in the Good Food Guide 
multiple times since then. The restaurant has a strong 
commitment to the promotion of local produce, which 
feature in many of its dishes.

▪

▪

▪

▪



Street food

Shambles Market Food Court – Located in the historic 
Shambles Market, the Food Court offers a plethora of 
local and world-cuisine inspired street food. Here you 
will find TripAdvisor’s No.1 favourite place to eat in 
York – Los Moros offering northern African cuisine, the 
smoked-meat sandwich heaven Shambles Kitchen and a 
public’s favourite crepe stall KREP.

Spark York CIC – Opened as a community project, 
Spark York combines street food with art and craft 
shops, pop-up barbers, vintage clothes store and local 
gin producers. Cuisines found here include Columbian, 
Thai, American and more.

Brew York – Brew York is a showpiece ten barrel 
craft brewery alongside its tap room and beer hall, 
celebrating the best local ales and redefining the city’s 
position in the UK brewing scene. Enjoy some of the 
best street food in the area alongside your beer, thanks 
to the in-house Blues Smoked Meats bringing you 
incredible burgers and American style BBQ trays.

▪

▪

▪

Cafés

Brew & Brownie – This café is inspired by the seasons, 
the owners’ countryside upbringing, their urban 
adulthood, the food they craved as children and the 
tastes they developed while growing up. Pop into 
this café on the way to York Minster for a cup of rich 
coffee, sourced from a fantastic artisan coffee roasters 
Dark Arts, and a piece of brownie that will melt in your 
mouth.  

Dark Horse – Dark Horse combine their love of 
coffee with a passion for quality, bringing to York the 
homemade wholesome menu, all tied together with 
an Australian twist. You can grab a cappuccino to go 
or enjoy your cup of coffee in the surroundings of the 
historic Shambles Market. The owner’s home-baked 
banana bread is not to be missed - ask for it toasted 
and buttered for a delicious treat.   

Cocoa Joe’s - An independent business specialising in 
the art of artisan chocolate drinks. From spicy to fruity, 
Cocoa Joe’s allows you complete control over the taste 
of your chocolate, whether hot, iced or mocha, as you 
watch exceptional solid chocolate from all around the 
world transform into a delicious drink. 

Melk - With a focus on artisanal, fresh and local 
produce, this independent bakery and coffee shop 
serves a variety of Belgian hot chocolates, cakes and 
delicious brunch items. Using local coffee roasters and 
bread, everything else is prepared and baked in-house 
so it’s fresh to your plate!  

Plush Café - Plush Café can be found in centre of 
beautiful Stonegate with its three themed dining rooms 
– the Garden Room with its swing seat, the Art Deco-
inspired Neon Room, and the luxurious, floor cushion-
filled Bohemian Room. The menu is just as extravagant 
with its over-the-top cakes and instagrammable brunch 
selection, finished with edible flowers and colourful 
lattes. 

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

Craft beer & drinks

House of Trembling Madness – Apart from an 
impressive collection of craft beers and ales, this 
medieval ale house boasts a quirky display of taxidermy 
animal collection. The house itself was built in the 12th 
century – the oldest Norman house in York today. Here 
you can enjoy a drink under the candlelight surrounded 
with furs and wooden furniture, while sharing a table 
with some fellow-travellers.

The Market Cat - The Market Cat is praised for 
capturing the charm of a traditional Yorkshire pub but 
with a modern twist - the perfect city centre spot to 
enjoy a wide selection of craft beer and delicious hand-
made pizzas whilst overlooking the hustle and bustle of 
the Shambles Market. 

Pairings Wine Bar – This independent wine bar in 
the centre of York is run by two sisters and offers 
fine wines by the glass, local ales, cocktails and great 
coffee alongside cheese, charcuterie, deli foods and 
desserts. At Pairings you can experience the informal 
approach to food and drink pairing that is inclusive and 
comfortable for everyone.

Chapter House – Located in the Principal York Hotel, 
Chapter House serves cocktails and local craft ales, 
wines and spirits and barsnacks. Whether you are 
a local looking for a relaxing break, or a traveller 
spending a couple of days in York, this cosy bar offers 
a comfortable relaxing space for all to enjoy locally 
sourced and crafted drinks.

Valhalla – Right in the heart of historic York, Valhalla is 
a nod to the city’s Viking past. Here you can find beer, 
hot drinks, cold meat platters and mead you can drink 
straight from the horn like a real Viking. Rock music that 
plays at the pub is a suitable accompaniment to the 
warrior atmosphere and will guide you on your way to 
Viking Heaven.

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

Independent & quirky

Forage -  Escape the hustle and bustle to sink into 
the woods and dine in the wild. Hidden along Little 
Stonegate, Forage is an eco-forward, sustainable 
cocktail and small plates bar which focuses on seasonal 
produce. 

Love Cheese – Love Cheese is a small cosy café with 
a secluded garden at the back, offering specialised 
cheese boards paired with wines, beers and teas. 
You can also pick up one or more of the 100 cheeses 
available in the shop, or get one of the cheese making 
kits to make your own batches of cheese at home.

Fancy Hank’s - Tucked away in the laid-back-streets of 
the historic Minster Quarter, Fancy Hank’s offers good 
mood food inspired by two brothers travels through the 
11 states of America’s Deep South. Here you can find 
the region’s classic gumbo, jambalaya and classic fried 
chicken and waffles.

▪

▪

▪
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Story Ideas
With the best racecourse in the 
country, a thriving cultural scene 
winning the city UNESCO City of Media 
Arts status and the titles of Britain’s 
Home of Chocolate and The Most 
Haunted City in Europe, York has many 
faces and an infinite number of stories 
to tell. We hope that the below story 
ideas will inspire you to visit our city 
and share your York experiences with 
your readers. 
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Magic York

Start in the Shambles – the city’s most famous street 
which dates back to the fourteenth century and is said to 
be an inspiration for the film depiction of Diagon Alley, 
the magical shopping location from the wizarding world 
of Harry Potter. The Shambles is host to a wide range 
of incredible independent shops, including The Shop 
That Must Not Be Named – which specialises in officially 
licensed Harry Potter merchandise from magical wares 
to an amazing selection of wands. There’s even friendly 
wizarding staff who know everything you could ever 
want to know about the Boy Who Lived and his world.  

Another magical gem along the Shambles is The Potions 
Cauldron, an old-fashioned apothecary shop, which 
offers specially-concocted drinks including Serpents 
Venom Poison, Basilisk Blood and Elixir of Love (the first 
person to sniff it will fall in love with the nearest wizard). 
The store features a 6,000 piece Lego Hogwarts castle 
and a bubbling cauldron. Visitors can also mix their 
own magical potions with The Potions Experience.  

Don’t miss the ‘Magic and Mystery’ exhibition at Barley Hall, 
which is open until July, exploring the fine line between 
science, religion and magic in medieval society. Visitors 
can find out about those who were outcast as witches and 
wizards, explore the ‘science’ of magic and alchemy and how 
such individuals used protective charms and forecasting to 
foresee the future through prophecies and dreams. Using 
both archaeological and documentary evidence from the 
period, Magic and Mystery showcases a thought-provoking 
and often misinterpreted feature of medieval culture. 

Test your magical skills to limit at The Hole in the Wand 
for a game of wizard golf. Praised by Percy Weasley actor, 
Chris Rankin, The Hole in the Wand is great fun for all ages 
with the chance to interact with the mysterious Gargoyle 

Grobblenook and taste the all-new Cauldron Cola. 

Discover the wicked history of York with York Witches 
and History Waking Tour. Be captivated by fascinating 
historical tales with a focus on those relating to 
witchcraft, the spooky, and the strange. This magical 
walking tour includes a potion-making experience. 

The wizarding themed escape room at Wizard’s 
Emporium has been custom built by world renowned 
film and theatre set producers. Ideal for newcomers and 
experienced alike, all rooms have been designed with 
team work in mind and is suitable for wizards of all ages.  

If you’re looking for another magical ticket, the Magic Hatter 
brings his award-winning entertainment to the streets of 
York most evenings this Spring and Summer. The Wizard 
Walk of York is on a quest to find magical creatures as you 
wander the alleys of the city, learning about the exciting 
magic and mystery of the city’s history. A wonderfully 
whimsical tour that wizard fans and families will go Potty for!

To complete a mystical trip to the city, visitors can stay 
at the award-winning self-catering accommodation-
the Enchantment Chamber. This unique home away 
from home includes a bed chamber complete with an 
unconventional four poster bed, realistic open fire, real 
wood flooring and is furnished with an eclectic collection 
of magical artefacts from the wizarding world. The 
apartment is located within the walls of the historical 
city with ease of access to other magical locations. 

With a history spanning 2,000 years, York is full of myths 
and magic. Throughout the centuries characters from 
alchemists to witches are said to have passed through 
the city. Below is the round-up of magical locations and 
experiences visitors can sample in York.
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Book Lovers York

While walking the over 2000 years old medieval city walls 
visitors can hear the bells of the iconic York Minster, just 
as Grace Trewe did in ‘Times Echo’ by Pamela Hartshorne. 
York Minster’s library is also one of the oldest in the country, 
it includes the York Gospels-over a thousand years old 
and still used today. Stained-glass windows were also the 
medieval equivalent of a book, making stories from the 
Bible accessible for their congregations; York Minster’s 
Great East Window is the largest expanse of medieval 
stained glass in the country, a masterpiece in glass and 
stone depicting the beginning and end of all things.

From York Minster, visitors can take a stroll down 
Stonegate, one of York’s prettiest streets, where the 
first two volumes of Sterne’s landmark ‘Tristram Shandy’ 
were printed, and look out for the printer’s Red Devil 
which sits on number 33, a former printers, and serves 
as a lasting reminder of when Stonegate was famous as 
a centre of books and publishing in the 16th century.

In York visitors can follow in the footsteps of the Henry 
VIII royal progress to York, and see the sights that remain 
a reminder of the turbulent history at what is left of St 
Mary’s Abbey in York Museum Gardens, as depicted in C J 
Sansom’s historical mystery ‘Sovereign’, the third novel in 
his ‘Matthew Shardlake Series’. The riverside view of the 
city that opens up to the eyes of all from the Skeldergate 
bridge was described in great detail by Wilkie Collins, 
a friend of Charles Dickens, in his novel ‘No Name’.

In the city that is home of Kit Kat and Chocolate 
Oranges visitors can immerse themselves in the 
stories of ‘The Sweethearts, York’s Chocolate Girls’ 
by Lynn Russell and Neil Hanson by joining the 
tasty guided tour at York’s Chocolate Story. 

Famous English author Kate Atkinson was born in York 
and many of her characters have a connection to the city. 
Ruby Lennox from ‘Behind the Scenes at the Museum’ 
was inspired from one of York’s most visited museums-
York Castle Museum, while the fictional detective Jackson 
Brodie from ‘Started Early, Took My Dog’ was rather fond of 
Betty’s Tea Rooms, where visitors can still enjoy a traditional 
English afternoon tea with a side of a delicious fat rascal. 

Two major literary events take place in York every year: 
the National Book Fair (9 – 10th September 2022) 
and the York Literature Festival (18-27th March 2022)
attracting local, national and international crowds. 

For many years York has inspired and attracted many 
authors, including Charles Dickens, Virginia Woolf and Bronte 
sisters, and it continues to do so even now. Matt Haig-a 
bestselling author of ‘Reasons to Stay Alive’ and ‘Notes on 
a Nervous Planet’ currently resides in York and many had 
luck meeting him in person at Waterstones book launches.

The saying goes, you can’t judge a book by its cover, 
but a novel way of learning about York is through its 
rich literary connections. Visitors are invited to explore 
York-the birthplace of Daniel Defoe’s world-famous 
character Robinson Crusoe. 
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Culture York

The streets surrounding York Minster, King’s Manor and 
St William’s College are steeped in an unmistakeable 
intellectual, academic atmosphere. This has been a place 
of historians, of archaeological and religious study, of 
choristers, of book publishing, of scholarly endeavour - 
for hundreds of years. Yorkshire Museum takes visitors 
on an explorative adventure of York’s past and present, 
and new for 2022 - The Rydale Hoard: A Roman Mystery 
will visit Yorkshire for the first time to showcase some 
significant Roman objects including an 1,800 year 
old bust of the Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius.

At York Art Gallery visitors can enjoy the remarkable 
collection of important European paintings spanning 
seven centuries, with works by Bellotto, Reynolds, Lowry, 
Yorkborn William Etty. The Centre of Ceramic Arts (CoCA) 
located at the gallery is home to a collection of more than 
5,000 examples of British Studio Ceramics from throughout 
the twentieth century right up to the present day.

In York cultural offerings range from medieval music in the 
Minster to challenging drama, world music and innovative 
venues and showcases for new artists of all kinds. The packed 
programmes at the Grand Opera House and York Theatre 
Royal range from grand opera and classical ballet to Stomp 
and Soul Explosion. Concerts at the National Centre for Early 
Music feature folk, jazz, 20th century and world music. York 
Minster services and concerts, the annual York Early Music 
Festival and even the many buskers, including the winners 
of 2019 York Culture Awards-Hyde Family Jam, on York’s 
streets, all make York a perfect place for music lovers.

Events and festivals reflect the cultural nature of any city 
and York is no exception. The York Festival of Ideas features 
a diverse range of talks and discussions on various topics 
from science and human nature to literature and history. This 

year’s theme of ‘Infinite Horizons’ celebrates the decade 
of the festival. Annual BAFTA accredited Aesthetica Short 
Film Festival (ASFF) also takes place in York attracting local, 
national and international creators and film-enthusiasts. 

Visitors are invited to spend their evening at City 
Screen York, one of Britain’s Picture House cinemas. As 
well as screening arthouse, independent and quality 
mainstream films, The Basement Bar at the cinema 
hosts diverse music, poetry and comedy events plus a 
regular film quiz night (Friends, Harry Potter, etc.).

For those interested in modern avant-garde art 
pieces, Art of Protest Gallery is a place where the 
cultural production born of this reality break through 
to everyday conversations outside of the established 
art arenas. It pushes these conversations beyond the 
borders of country, religion, class and social media 
groups, and illuminates the common ground that we 
all stand on through the prism of visual culture.

York has been the cultural heart of England for over 
2000 years. Complete with a year round programme of 
world-class festivals and events, there is something for 
every visitor at every corner of York. 
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Haunted York

Founded by Romans in 71AD the city’s violent and volatile 
history-including Viking invasions, the Norman Conquest and 
the Civil War-makes its sinister legacy easy to understand. 
Sometimes it seems as though a ghostly figure with a score 
to settle is in residence in just about every street or ginnel.

The tale goes, in 1953 an apprentice plumber was installing 
a new central heating system in the cellars of the Treasurer’s 
House when he suddenly heard a distant sound of a horn 
soon followed by a great carthorse emerging through the 
brick wall, ridden by a dishevelled Roman soldier. The ghostly 
battalion moved into a recently excavated area showing that 
they were walking on an old Roman road - the Via Decumana 
- buried 15 inches below the surface. Now all visitors are 
invited to explore the haunted cellars of the house.

More of an urban legend than a confirmed fact, Mad Alice 
Lane (now known as Lund’s Court linking Swinegate and 
Low Petergate) was named after Alice Smith who lived in 
the lane until 1825. That same year she was hanged at York 
Castle for the perceived crime of insanity, after murdering 
her husband for beating her remorselessly numerous times. 
Some say you can sometimes spot her face in one of the 
windows looking down over the lane. Now visitors can 
follow the modern day Mad Alice on The Bloody Tour of 
York to learn more about the gruesome history of the city.

Almost every historic theatre has a ghost story, and the 
Georgian York Theatre Royal is no different. It is said 
that a room behind the dress circle is haunted by the 
ghost of the Grey Lady - young nun who fell in love 
with a nobleman, but when soon found out was thrown 
into a windowless room that was bricked up with no 
escape. A gruesome tale, but apparently if the nun in 
her grey habit is spotted in the dress circle, it’s a good 
omen for that night’s production at the theatre.

It is believed that no less than 15 spirits haunt the 
unsuspecting Golden Fleece pub. The most notorious 
of them is the ghost of Lady Anne Peckett-once the 
wife of the Lord Mayor of York John Peckett.

Micklegate Bar and Bootham Bar are on many tourists’ 
photographs of York’s medieval city walls, but they wouldn’t 
have been a popular photo opportunity in mid-14th and 
15th centuries. Micklegate Bar, and Bootham Bar is on 
many tourists’ photographs of York’s medieval city walls-it 
wouldn’t have been a popular photo opportunity in mid-
14th and 15th centuries. These were the places where 
heads were impaled on spikes after hanging, drawing and 
quartering, which was the punishment for traitors and 
rebels. With the practice beginning in the late 13th century, 
it was the prime punishment for treason then regarded as 
the worst and most unnatural of crimes (in Dante’s Divine 
Comedy, traitors are in the very lowest level of Hell). 

November 5th marks the anniversary of the Gunpowder 
Plot, a conspiracy to blow up the English Parliament and 
King James I in 1605. One of the notorious plotters was Guy 
Fawkes-born and raised in York. Today, the 5th November is 
known as ‘Firework Night’, ‘Bonfire Night’ or ‘Guy Fawkes 
Day’ and is still celebrated in England with fireworks and 
bonfires, on which effigies of the conspirator are burned.

York is a city with a dark past, its history is rife with tales 
of guts, gore, torture and ghosts. The International Ghost 
Research Foundation even declared York as the most 
haunted city in Europe due to its blood-stained history and 
over 500 hauntings within the ancient city walls.
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Historic York

Some say he may have even had a part in Commodus’ 
murder. Years later, in 306AD Constantine the Great-
the first Christian Emperor was declared emperor 
in York, his statue stands near the York Minster. 

After the Romans came Anglo-Saxons and the start of 
the ‘Dark Ages’. The major figure of that period-famous 
scholar Alcuin was educated in York. 9th century started 
with Vikings overtaking the rule in York. Eric Bloodaxe, the 
Viking warrior and the King of York, ruled over Jorvik (Viking 
name for York) for 14 years until being expelled in 954 
and later murdered. He was most certainly representative 
of the bloodiest characters in York’s bloody history.

Middle Ages saw many famous characters to come out 
of York. Gunpowder Plotter Guy Fawkes was born and 
baptised in York. He was baptised at St Michael le Belfrey 
church in 1570, which still stands there, across the road 
from York Minster. Later, in 1958, Margaret Clitherow-
wife of a Shambles butcher, was crushed to death for 
harbouring Catholic priests. Today her house is a shrine 
(located in the Shambles) and Margaret is revered as a 
martyr. Her hand, which was cut off after her death, is 
kept in the Bar Convent Museum. The famous dashing 
highwayman, Dick Turpin, was imprisoned and stayed at 
the Castle Museum until being hanged at York Racecourse 
in 1739. And George Hudson, the Railway King was 
born near York in 1800 and was a Councillor, Alderman, 
Member of Parliament and Lord Mayor of York.

York’s collection of curious objects demonstrates that 
little things say a lot. The fascinating facts they reveal 
speak volumes about the ancient city, which is home to 
many of the country’s rarest treasures. A tin of cocoa 
found beside the frozen remains of Captain Scott of the 
Antarctic’s survived one the world’s most famed and 

daring expeditions. It is now back in the city it was made 
in and visitors can see it at York’s Chocolate Story. 

Yorkshire Museum is host to many historical objects 
including the most outstanding object of the Anglo-Saxon 
period to survive in Europe-The York Helmet. Dated to 
approximately 750 to 775AD, this iron and brass helmet 
was discovered when struck by the claw of a mechanical 
digger-luckily the operator stopped to check what had 
been hit. Another treasure of the museum is the Middleham 
jewel and ring-one of the finest pieces of Gothic jewellery 
found in Britain. It once belonged to the powerful Neville 
family of the Middleham Castle. A Roman hairpiece from 
the late 3rd to early 4th century can also be found here.

Another great artefact-The Horn of Ulf can be found in 
the Undercroft of York Minster. It was once given to the 
Chapter of York by a Viking nobleman called Ulf as a 
symbolic deed of trust. The large and ornate ivory horn 
together with the lands on which the Minster stands today. 
Another Viking artefact-the only known surviving example 
of a Viking-age knitted sock is on display at JORVIK 
Viking Centre, alongside a host of everyday items and 
relics that provide an unrivalled insight into Viking life.

The National Railway Museum houses the world’s 
finest collection of royal carriages including Queen 
Victoria’s last surviving saloon car. Built in 1869 this 
carriage is lavishly furnished and included luxuries 
such as an on-board toilet (which she never used).

York has connection to many famous historical characters. 
The city was founded by Romans and for a long time was 
known as Eboracum. Here is where Septimius Severus-the 
African-born Roman Emperor died in 211AD. Septimius was 
an intimate friend of Marcus Aurelius and Commodus. 
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Film Lovers York

One of the most beautiful stately homes-Castle Howard-
can be spotted in ‘Brideshead Revisited’ (1981, 2008) 
as well as ‘Death Comes to Pemberley’ (2013) that also 
featured iconic York Minster, St William’s College, Treasurer’s 
House, York Castle Museum and Harewood Castle. 

British biographical drama film ‘Elizabeth’ (1998) 
also had some scenes filmed at York Minster, while 
another royal drama film ‘Victoria’ (2013) once again 
went to Castle Howard and Harewood Castle. 

Visitor’s to York who arrive by train will most likely follow 
the footsteps of the famous boy wizard Harry Potter. Not 
many know that the scene at King’s Cross from ‘Harry 
Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone’ (2001) where Harry 
is left alone on the pedestrian bridge was filmed in York 
Railway Station. Another interesting fact is that the film 
depiction of the Diagon Alley was inspired by the Shambles-
one of oldest medieval streets in the whole of Europe. 

Another film based on the fantastic novel by Susanna 
Clarke-‘Jonathan Strange and Mr Norrell’ (2015) had some 
scenes filmed in York Minster and St William’s College.
 
More recent films and series featuring York include 
TV Drama ‘Girlfriends’ (2017) by Kay Mellor, 
continuation of the ITV drama ‘Victoria’ (2016-
2018), BBC drama ‘Gentleman Jack’ (2019) and the 
Bollywood action movie ‘Commando 3’ (2019).

Many famous actors were born or spent a great time of 
their lives in York, including Dame Judi Dench - one of the 
finest, best-known and best-loved English actresses. She 
was born in York in 1934 and attended the Mount School. 
Another familiar face is David Bradley, who most will know 
as the cadaverous caretaker Argus Filch in the Harry Potter 

films. David was born in York and had a glittering theatre 
career, he also played God in the 1976 York Mystery Plays. 

The King of the Iron Throne Robert Baratheon-played by 
Mark Addy-was also born and bred in York. He is also known 
for his roles of the insecure security guard Dave in ‘The Full 
Monty’ and Fred Flintstone in ‘Flintstones in Las Vegas’. 

‘Emmerdale’ - the popular English soap television 
programme’s star Dave Glover was also born in York in 1972. 
He also played the role of Dr Patrick Spiller in ‘Casualty’.

Visitors can not only learn the history of films and movie 
stars in York, but also enjoy a screening of recent and older 
movies in one of York’s best movie theatres. City Screen York 
is one of Britain’s Picture House cinemas. While the Brandy 
Brown’s Cinema at 1331 is a luxurious attic cinema full of 
atmosphere with all of the mod cons. Everyman Cinema 
provides a comfortable cinema experience with frequent re-
runs of older pictures as well as newest big screen releases

From beautiful countryside to medieval cobbled streets, 
York is a perfect backdrop to many movies and series. 
Starting from action-animated feature film ‘Water 
Babies’ (1978) filmed in York, the city continues to be a 
prime filming location even now. 
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Shopaholics York

For those who are looking for handmade, Yorkshire 
produce, look no further than the well-known county 
favourite The Yorkshire Soap Company. Inspired by 
everything from artisan sweet shops to the travelling 
circus, The Yorkshire Soap Company create a truly magical 
retail experience in an inviting space that everyone can 
enjoy and allow their imaginations to roam, whilst taking 
in the delicious scents. Only in York can you find The 
Yorkshire Soap Company’s magical sister company, The 
Imaginarium. A lifestyle store like no other, this wonderland 
is packed with lovingly-crafted, affordable luxuries that 
will give you and your home a fresh sense of wonder. 

A firm favourite amongst York locals is York Gin and their 
flagship store in The Pavement. Created in 2018, York 
Gin has won several awards including ‘Shop Experience 
of the Year’ in the Visit York Tourism Awards 2022 and 
an impressive collection of awards at the World Gin 
Awards in both 2020 and 2021. They’re also 100% 
powered by green energy, using traditional, centuries-old 
methods such as vapour infusion in copper stills to create 
deliciously rich gin flavoured by beautiful botanicals.  

Another incredible, independent York business is 
Bradleys, a family-run jewellers that creates breath-taking 
diamond jewellery. They’ve also recently been named 
the first female-owned British business to be accredited 
as a Retailer of Sustainability Rated Diamonds! 

There’s plenty of quaint independents tucked along the 
Shambles, including The York Ghost Merchants. After 
becoming TikTok famous, all ghosts are made in the 
workshop upstairs and are hidden around the shop. Once a 
purchaser finds the ghost which calls to them, they’re invited 
into a pedestal compartment hidden in a panelled wall to 
take a photograph as they watch their ghost be carefully 

packaged – they might even get one final journey on the 
train around the store. Don’t miss the chance to pop by 
Shambles Market, for an array of local independent traders 
selling everything from food to beautiful handmade gifts.  

Whilst you’re there, pop around the corner to the 
Avorium. Neatly tucked along Colliergate, you’ll find this 
lifestyle shopping gem, which was opened by three York 
siblings to help visitors style a sustainable workspace 
with quality, colour-matched desk accessories, all created 
from environmentally friendly produce and vegan leather. 
They offer personalisation to all their products as well 
as classic Yorkshire charm and customer service. 

For those wanting to travel a little further out of the centre, 
York is home to a selection of amazing shopping centres 
including York Designer Outlet. With over 100 designer 
and premium brands with discounts of up to 60% RRP, 
the outlet is the perfect place to find fashion, sportswear 
and homeware as well as some great food in the food 
court. Located just 10 minutes from the city centre, a 
regular Park and Ride link means it’s easy to do a spot of 
shopping before heading back into York for the evening.  

A centre of trade since Roman times, York still excels at 
providing retail therapy for shopaholics of every type. 
The range of unique independent and designer shops are 
intertwined with world-class attractions, pedestrianised 
streets and peaceful havens, so shopping and sightseeing 
are easily combined. Shops in the city centre boast an array 
of unique items from heraldic art to handcrafted souvenirs, 
unusual books, antiques and designer clothes. 
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Romantic York

Novelists, past and present, have taken York and its 
evocative surroundings as inspiration for their work. Within 
a short drive of the city lie the romantic Yorkshire Moors 
where Emily Brontë penned her novel ‘Wuthering Heights’, 
the story of unrivalled love between Cathy and Heathcliff.

Majestic and imposing, York Minster is the largest Gothic 
cathedral north of the Alps. Did any building in Britain ever 
inspire such feelings from the heart as this architectural 
masterpiece? The Duke of Kent married Miss Katherine 
Worsley here in June 1961; this was the first Royal wedding 
in York Minster since King Edward III married Philippa of 
Hainault there in 1328. In 2019 the famous UK singer Ellie 
Goulding married Caspar Jopling in the halls of the Minster.
 
Almost half of all wedding ceremonies that take place in 
York are for couples who do not live here. This could be 
due to the fact that York has previously appeared in The 
Independent newspaper’s 50 Best Places in the World to be 
Married. Civil weddings and partnerships in York take place 
in arguably some of the most romantic venues in the country-
medieval guildhalls, unique attractions and stately homes. 
Nearly 1,000 civil weddings take place in York every year.

Railways are an important part of York’s heritage. 
The city boasts a beautiful, Victorian railway station-
could there be a more slushy setting for farewells or 
reunions? York is also home to the world’s greatest 
Railway Museum. Here one can marry on the platform 
alongside beautifully restored royal carriages.

Two Love Lanes can be found in York, double the quota 
in most cities. One is behind The Mount, the other 
alongside the Ouse in Fulford. While idyllic gardens not 
only provide the perfect setting for one’s wedding pictures 
but be a perfect first date romantic walk location. 

York is the home of chocolate, and what is a better 
way to say ‘I love you’ than with a handmade box of 
chocolates? One of the biggest collections of Valentine 
cards in the UK can also be found in the York Castle 
Museum. A thousand or more messages of love are in the 
archives-including possibly the oldest printed Valentine’s 
card in the world. This was published on 12 January 
1797 by John Fairburn of 146 Minories, London.

Finally, according to the local superstition, kissing your 
partner below the West Window of York Minster will 
make you stay together forever. Beloved can look up 
at the window to see the heart-shape worked into 
the tracery, known as the ‘Heart of Yorkshire’.

York, with its cobbled streets and the smell of chocolate 
making in the air is the ultimate city of romance. W.H. 
Auden, who was born in York on 21 February 1907 wrote 
“O’ Tell Me the Truth about Love” and here is where one 
can hear all about it. 
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Tasty York

One of York’s ‘Foodie Streets’ is Fossgate-visitors will 
find a plethora of independent restaurants there. York is 
also home to one of the region’s best food festivals. York 
Food and Drink Festival is an annual event taking place in 
September and is a massive showcase for the restaurants, 
hotels, shops and food manufacturing companies.

One of the iconic foods-Yorkshire pudding has previously 
been name Yorkshire icon (above York Minster and 
the Yorkshire Dales: Dalesman Survey 2014). The York 
Roast Company in York city centre offers a special 
internet sensation ‘Yorkypud wrap’ that is essentially 
the Sunday dinner wrapped in a Yorkshire pudding! 
Visitors can also join of the cooking classes in York 
and learn to make their own Yorkshire puddings.

York’s world-renowned tea rooms Bettys Café Tea Rooms-
are simply the place to sample a Yorkshire Fat Rascal and 
a ‘proper’ cup of tea. Another afternoon tea experience 
not to be missed is Countess of York - officially the UK’s 
best afternoon tea (Visit England, 2017) inside a beautifully 
restored carriage at the National Railway Museum.

York’s award-winning chefs include Roux-trained 
Michael Hjort at Melton’s (also the person behind 
the Food and Drink Festival), Andrew Pern at Star 
Inn The City and Tommy Banks at Roots.

Anyone who fancies a true gourmet pint should visit 
one of the many beer houses including the House 
of Trembling Madness (a medieval drinking hall). 
Visitors can also take a tour of the local craft breweries 
with Brew York. While the wine enthusiasts can join 
wine tasting evenings at the Pairings Wine Bar. 
You can often breathe in the scent of chocolate as you 
walk through the street, when it comes to chocolate, there 

really is no place like York. York’s reputation as the city 
of chocolate dates back to the 20th century when two of 
the most famous names in chocolate set up shop: Joseph 
Rowntree went on to create Kit Kat, Smarties and Aero, and 
Joseph Terry the Chocolate Orange and All Gold collection. 
Today York’s love of chocolate is as strong as ever and 
can be experienced in numerous attractions, restaurants 
and shops around the city. For real chocolate enthusiasts, 
there is an annual spring Chocolate Festival complete with 
a ‘chocolate market’ showcasing local chocolate makers’ 
creations, and also chocolate tastings and workshops.

York’s Chocolate Story is one of York’s biggest visitor 
attractions celebrating the mouth-watering story of 
chocolate and confectionery in York. There visitors can 
discover chocolate’s origins, how to make it and how to taste 
it like an expert. The new exhibition, opened in 2019, tells 
the history of world’s most famous chocolate bars-Kit Kat. 

While in York, visitors can also embark on a Chocolate 
Trail-a sweet adventure with treats at every turn from 
chocolate-making workshop at York Cocoa House to 
Goddard’s House and Gardens-home of Terry family. 
Leaflet can be picked up from the Visitor Information 
Centre. To complete the trail visitors can stay in York’s 
only chocolate-themed hotel-Hotel Indigo York.

Yorkshire folk take their food and drink seriously which is 
probably why Yorkshire now boasts the largest number 
of Michelin-starred restaurants than any other county 
in England outside of London. So it’s no surprise that as 
Yorkshire’s ancient capital, York flies the flag for good 
food and drink in the region. 
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Example two 
day itineraries 
Let us help you organise your press 
trip so you have more time to write. 
Each year Visit York hosts hundreds 
of journalists, travel writers and 
influencers in the city, from both the UK 
and overseas, and across print, online 
and broadcast media. These two-day 
itineraries are examples of how you can 
spend your time in the city. To organise 
your press visit, please get in touch with 
our team.
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Foodie 
itinerary: 

Morning: Visit York’s Chocolate Story to learn about the 
history of chocolate in the confectionary capital of the 
UK. From the creation of Terry’s Chocolate Orange to the 
Kit Kat Chocolatory, the 90 minute tour will take you on a 
sweet journey across decades to see where it all began. 

Lunch: Try out one of the street food stalls at Shambles 
Market Food Court offering a range of cuisines from 
across the world. Choose from the in-house Smoked 
Pork Bun from Shambles Kitchen, Persian Chicken Wrap 
from Los Moros or a delicious Crepe from KREP. 

Afternoon/Evening: Follow the guided tour around 
the only craft brewery within York’s ancient city 
walls-Brew York. See how the beer is made right 
in the heart of the city and sample some of the 
best craft beers North of England has to offer.
 
Dinner: Roots York is a sharing plate restaurant 
embracing the Banks family’s farming ethos. 
Redefining the traditional four seasons, Tommy 
Banks has created three growing groups inspired 
by Oldstead’s ingredients: ‘The Hunger Gap’, ‘Time 
of Abundance’ and ‘The Preserving Season’.

Overnight: Stay at Hotel Indigo York-a boutique hotel 
in the heart of York with stylish bedrooms reflecting 
the history and chocolate heritage of the city. 

Morning: Become a chef yourself-book a course 
at The Grand Cookery School to learn to cook 
one of your favourite dishes. Classes range from 
short 2-hour sessions to half and full days. You will 
also get to enjoy your cooking masterpiece with 
a glass of local wine at the end of the class.  

Lunch: Indulge in cheese tasting at Love Cheese 
by trying locally produced as well as world-known 
cheeses in Cheese & Tea or Cheese & Beer pairings.  

Afternoon/Evening: Indulge in a Champagne 
Afternoon Tea in the grand setting of Countess of 
York located in a restored Victorian rail carriage.  

Dinner: Dine at Ambiente Tapas on either Fossgate or 
Goodramgate to find the city’s favourite mouth-watering 
tapas dishes inspired by seasonal Spanish cuisine 

Day One Day Two

Historic 
itinerary: 

Morning: Climb atop the Clifford’s Tower-the last 
remaining part of York Castle. Originally built by 
William the Conqueror, it was twice burned to the 
ground, before being rebuilt by Henry III in the 
13th century. The tower offers sweeping panoramic 
views of York and the surrounding countryside.

Lunch: Grab a bite in the halls of Valhalla, where 
the Brave shall live forever. Treat yourself to a 
horn of mead like a real Viking warrior. 

Afternoon/Evening: Visit the National Railway Museum-
home to iconic locomotives and an unrivalled collection 
of engineering firsts, the museum celebrates the past, 
present and future of innovation on the railways.
 
Dinner: Enjoy a hearty meal at the Guy Fawkes 
Inn – the birthplace of the most famous 
gunpowder plotter Guido Fawkes.

Overnight: Stay at the Elmbank Hotel designed 
by architects J. B. & W. Atkinson and built around 
1870. It is a city hotel in a grade II listed building 
with a country house atmosphere. Murals, 
frescoes and a magnificent oak staircase leading 
to a gallery with stained glass windows are just 
a few of the fine examples of art nouveau.

Morning: Travel back in time at JORVIK Viking 
Centre, while exploring the sights, sounds 
and smells of a Viking settlement in York. 

Lunch: Enjoy a 2 course lunch from the ‘Conspirators 
Menu’ at Guy Fawkes Inn - birthplace of the 
notorious plotter, Guido Fawkes. The food is 
served in a setting befitting of the time of the 
famous plotter, lit by candlelight and gas lamps.

Afternoon/Evening: Explore the Yorkshire Museum 
from the Jurassic period to modern times. See how 
York has changed from the point of its establishment by 
Romans, throughout the Viking and Anglo-Saxon rule. 
 
Dinner: Enjoy some Nordic inspired tapas at Hilt, 
while learning the art of traditional axe-throwing. 

Day One Day Two
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Culture & art 
itinerary: 

Morning: Visit one of the world’s most magnificent 
cathedrals - York Minster. The cathedral’s East 
window is the largest expanse of stained glass 
in Europe. You can also climb the Central Tower 
for the breath-taking views of the city. 

Lunch: Marvel at one of the largest collections 
of ceramics in the country as well as a range 
of art installations and paintings at York Art 
Gallery and the CoCA (Centre of Ceramic Arts). 
Enjoy a light lunch at the gallery’s café.  

Afternoon/Evening: Walk down Shambles after the city 
empties in the evening. This cobbled street is one of the 
oldest streets in Europe and is mentioned in Domesday 
book. Shambles is also believed to be inspiration behind 
the film depiction of Harry Potter’s Diagon Alley.  
 
Overnight: Stay at The Principal York steps 
away from the train station. The hotel exquisitely 
combines the grandeur of late-Victorian architecture 
with the comforts of modern travel.   

Morning: Explore Merchant Adventurer’s Hall - the 
inspirational home to The Company of Merchant 
Adventurers of the City of York and delve into York’s 
entrepreneurial history. Grab a coffee at the Merchant’s 
coffee house. 

Lunch: Partake in the traditional English Afternoon Tea at 
Betty’s Café Tea Rooms. 

Afternoon/Evening: See and purchase work by 
emerging local and UK artists at According to McGee. 
Also visit Azendi for the one-of-a-kind Heart of Yorkshire 
jewellery.  
 
Dinner: Set in a charming 17th century building in the 
centre of York, the Chopping Block at Walmgate Ale 
House uses Yorkshire produce to create diverse modern 
food like Aubergine stuffed with Lamb and Pomegranate. 
On Sunday treat yourself to a traditional Roast. 

Day One Day Two

Outdoors
itinerary: 

Morning: Explore the ancient city of York on an 
award-winning bike tour with an entertaining, 
knowledgeable guide. York Cycling Tours will take 
you off the beaten track to fascinating historic places 
you won’t see on a typical bus or walking tour. 

Lunch: Grab a bite from one of York’s independent 
cafes, such as Brew & Brownie, and head to the 
York Museum Gardens, where you can have a picnic 
in the shade of the ruins of St Mary’s Abbey.  

Afternoon/Evening: Walk the full expanse of the 
ancient York City Walls established over 2000 years ago 
and providing great views of the city’s hidden corners.  
 
Dinner: Dine at York’s most vibrant restaurant Star Inn 
the City located on the bank of the river Ouse and part 
of York Museum Gardens. Enjoy a great view as well 
as delicious food offer from top chef Andrew Pern.  

Overnight:  Stay at Jollydays - a unique tented 
camp close to nature and the rhythms of the 
season. Take a journey back to simpler times, 
a place to talk, laugh, relax and reflect.  

Morning: Head to the North York Moors National Park 
to experience the vast swathes of heather moorland. 
Exploring the National Park’s 26-mile Jurassic-age 
coastline-from historic, picture-postcard fishing villages 
like Robin Hood’s Bay to hideaway coves and soaring 
cliffs with breath-taking views, is an absolute must.  

Lunch: Escape the crowds and experience the serene 
beauty of this impressive monastic site - Rievaulx 
Abbey, founded by St Bernard of Clairvaux in 1132. 
Enjoy lunch in the stunning backdrop of the Abbey.  

Afternoon/Evening:  Towering over the attractive 
market town of Helmsley, and surrounded by 
spectacular banks and ditches, Helmsley Castle is 
an imposing sight with a wealth of history. Stroll 
through beautiful displays of flowers, fruit and 
vegetables in the nearby Helmsley Walled Gardens. 
 
Dinner: A concept like no other The Botanist is a secret 
garden for food and drink. Offering a wide selection 
of curious botanical cocktails, craft beers and ales as 
well as an extensive menu of marvellous delights. 

Day One Day Two
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Family
itinerary: 

Morning:  Cruise along the river Ouse with City 
Cruises York, while learning more about the 
historic city. For a more ‘hands-on’ experience 
rent one of the self-drive Blue Boats.  . 

Lunch: If you have a trusty York Pass, you can 
enjoy a free pizza or pasta at ASK Italian where 
outstanding Italian cooking is combined with the 
setting of the magnificent historic building. 

Afternoon/Evening: Let your kids become 
archaeologists for the day at DIG: The Archaeological 
Adventure. Four excavation pits are filled with 
Roman, Viking, medieval and Victorian finds, 
so kids can grab a trowel and dig up the clues 
that show how people lived in these times.  
 
Dinner: Fancy Hank’s is an independent restaurant 
tucked away in the laid-back-streets of the 
historic Minster Quarter and offers good mood 
food inspired by two brothers travels through 
the 11 states of America’s Deep South. 

Overnight: Book a family cottage room at Middletons 
York for the perfect home away from home on your city 
break to York. Ideal for large families of up to 6 people.  

Morning: Operating over summer - York Maze is a 
seasonal attraction that will give the whole family an 
“a-mazing” day out to explore the giant maize maze and 
enjoy over 20 exciting rides, shows and attractions. . 

Lunch: Treat your family to a cup of tea and cake at 
Teddy Bear tea Rooms above the shop where you can 
find the finest Teddy Bears available from Winnie the 
Pooh to old fashioned timeless Teddy Bears.  

Afternoon/Evening: Step onto the cobbles of the 
York Castle Museum’s Victorian street to meet the local 
characters, visit the authentic shops and discover the 
weird and wonderful collections from this bygone era. 

Dinner: Dine at ZAAP Thai and feel like you’ve been 
transported into a Bangkok street food market, with all its 
magical hustle and bustle, neon lighting, funky tuk tuks 
and, of course, the most amazing Thai street food.

Day One Day Two

Luxury
itinerary: 

Morning: Start your day by marvelling at the 
dramatic architecture & interiors of Castle Howard 
- one of Britain’s finest historic houses.

Lunch: Have an Afternoon Tea at Castle Howard - 
indulge in an award winning selection of exquisite 
savoury treats and an array of sweet delights.

Afternoon/Evening: Enjoy a luxurious spa experience 
at The Grand York - a secluded and tranquil escape 
in the centre of York. Book a relaxing treatment 
to unwind from the city’s hustle and bustle.
 
Dinner: Dine at the critically-acclaimed Le Cochon 
Aveugle. Serving an ever-changing, seasonal menu, 
this intimate dining experience is rooted in the 
Parisian bistronomy concept of stripping back fine-
dining to a more relaxed and informal setting, making 
the experience more fun and approachable.

Overnight: Stay at The Grand York-the only five-
star hotel in the city. Originally the headquarters 
of the North Eastern Railway, the Grand retains 
its original splendour with intricate stonework, 
marble detailing and sweeping stone staircase. 

Morning: Go on a designer shopping-spree 
at York Designer Outlet-host to 120 stores 
including high-street and designer brands. 

Lunch: Enjoy lunch at The Bow Room Restaurant at Grays 
Court, where good food plays a central role with seasonal 
ingredients and innovative team of talented chefs. 

Afternoon/Evening: Watch a local 
production play at York Theatre Royal-one 
of the UK’s leading producing theatres. 
 
Dinner: Experience the tongue in cheek approach 
to British food from a husband and wife chef duo 
at Arras. An independent restaurant offers a unique 
luxury dining experience in the heart of the city. 

Day One Day Two
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Ways to stay in touch:

Visit us online at visityork.org/media
Email us at comms@makeityork.com

Visit us at 1 Museum Street, York, YO1 7DT

                   @VisitYork

York Pass - York’s official sightseeing  card | yorkpass.com
Valid for one or two days, York City Pass gives visitors free entry 

to top attractions, museums, experiences and monuments in York. 
Once purchased, you can simply download the digital pass directly 

to your mobile device and show at the attraction to gain entry.

Other useful infomation
visityorkimages.co.uk | visityork.org/media
Hashtags: #LoveYork #YorkPass #VisitYork
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