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A meeting point for ideas and 
creativity for two millennia, York’s rich 
history combines with our status as 
the UK’s first UNESCO Creative City 
of Media Arts to act as a powerful 
catalyst to attract, encourage and 
help grow York’s cultural and creative 
sectors.  

York joined the UNESCO Creative 
Cities Network in December 2014, 
one of only 12 UNESCO Creative 
Cities in the UK, and moves in a 
global network of 246 Creative Cities 
that have identified creativity as a 
strategic factor in sustainable urban 
development. 

In bidding for the Creative City 
designation, York recognised the 
valuable contribution of media arts 
to quality of life in the city and to the 
local economy. 

York is also home to many vibrant 
media arts organisations, events 
and initiatives: nurturing such talent 
and encouraging collaboration and 
participation brings economic and 
creative benefit for our city, and for 
everyone who lives, works, studies 
and visits here. 
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York: Creative City

The City of York has set out a city-wide 
plan for development over the next 
decades, identifying opportunities for 
growth, construction and regeneration, 
that will contribute to the economy of 
the region and the North as a whole. The 
policy framework for the draft Local Plan 
includes an innovative requirement; for 
plans for development to demonstrate that 
it makes a real contribution to the cultural 
wellbeing of the residents of the city. 

York’s Creative Future, the city’s Culture 
Strategy for 2020-2025, has the vision 
that by 2025 “York will be known as a city 
where outstanding, renowned heritage 
comes together with a cutting-edge 
contemporary approach to creativity”, 
reflecting the city’s future ambition 
and the possibilities that the UNESCO 
designation offers. As a city, we seek 
to embed creativity in the economy, in 
wellbeing and in placemaking, and to 
broaden opportunities for creators and 
professionals in the cultural sector.

“

“

The UNESCO designation 
values what is already in the 
city whilst challenging us all 
to think differently about the 
future of York, what might 
drive it and what the city 
needs to continue to thrive 
throughout the rest of this 
century and beyond.” 

York Mediale

York’s status as a 

UNESCO Creative 
City of Media Arts 
shows a commitment to creative 
activity and collaboration that:

• makes cities worth living in
• promotes cultural wellbeing
• delivers sustainable growth

© Bright White Ltd 2021 - Yorkshire’s 
Jurassic World at the Yorkshire Museum

https://www.makeityork.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Yorks-Creative-Future-York-Culture-Strategy-2020-2025.pdf


UNESCO Creative Cities Network

The  UNESCO Creative Cities 
Network  (UCCN) was created in 2004 to promote 
cooperation with and among cities that have identified 
creativity as a strategic factor for sustainable urban 
development. UNESCO Creative Cities must place 
creativity and cultural industries at the heart of their 
development plans and actively cooperate with other 
global cities internationally.

York moves in this collaborative network with fellow 
Creative Cities, embracing opportunities to share ideas 
and experiences and exchange knowledge and best 
practice.

246 Creative Cities in 72 countries 
- view map here

Seven categories: 
crafts and folk arts, design, film, gastronomy, literature, 
media arts and music

UNESCO describes the Cities of Media Arts as combining

“new media and cutting-edge technologies with culture and the 
arts to drive societal, economic and individual well-being. Think 
digital story-telling, innovative museum interpretations, immersive 
digital playgrounds and interactive technologies to unlock 
creative potential, build (digital) connections, promote education, 
and foster diversity and inclusivity.”  Creative Cities – UNESCO UK

To us, media arts encompasses all contemporary creativity: it is the 
nexus of the creative economy, art and technology.

Explore the other Media Arts cities:

Košice

Karlsruhe

Linz

Lyon

Sapporo

Tel Aviv-Yafo

Toronto

Viborg

Austin

Braga

Cali

Changsha

Dakar

Enghien-les-Bains 

Guadalajara

Gwangju
York

https://en.unesco.org/creative-cities/creative-cities-map
https://unesco.org.uk/creative-cities/
https://www.cike.sk/en/project/kosice-unesco-creative-city-of-media-arts/
https://www.cityofmediaarts.de/
https://www.linztourismus.at/en/leisure/discover-linz/linz-inspires/city-of-media-arts/
https://en.unesco.org/creative-cities/node/451
https://www.fetedeslumieres.lyon.fr/en/page/reseau-des-villes-creatives-unesco
https://www.city.sapporo.jp/kikaku/creativecity/en/index.html
https://en.unesco.org/creative-cities/tel-aviv-yafo
http://www.torontocreativecity.ca/about/
https://unesco.viborg.dk/in-english/
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/austin-city-media-arts
https://en.unesco.org/creative-cities/node/671
https://www.bragamediaarts.com/en/
https://calicreativa.com/cali-creative-city/
https://en.unesco.org/creative-cities/node/1274
http://www.center4mediarts.com/indexE.html#home
https://en.unesco.org/creative-cities//node/438 

https://fr.unesco.org/creative-cities/dakar
https://www.cda95.fr/en/node/4400
https://en.unesco.org/creative-cities/node/430
https://en.unesco.org/creative-cities/guadalajara-0
http://eng.gjmp.kr/index.php?mid=page_MUmB12
https://www.cityofmediaarts.de/
https://www.linztourismus.at/en/leisure/discover-linz/linz-inspires/city-of-media-arts/
https://www.fetedeslumieres.lyon.fr/en/page/reseau-des-villes-creatives-unesco
https://www.city.sapporo.jp/kikaku/creativecity/en/index.html
https://en.unesco.org/creative-cities/tel-aviv-yafo
http://www.torontocreativecity.ca/about/
https://unesco.viborg.dk/in-english/
https://www.guildofmediaarts.com/what
https://www.cike.sk/en/project/kosice-unesco-creative-city-of-media-arts/
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/austin-city-media-arts
https://www.bragamediaarts.com/en/
http://www.center4mediarts.com/indexE.html#home
https://calicreativa.com/cali-creative-city/
https://fr.unesco.org/creative-cities/dakar
https://www.cda95.fr/en/node/4400
https://en.unesco.org/creative-cities/guadalajara-0
http://eng.gjmp.kr/index.php?mid=page_MUmB12
https://www.guildofmediaarts.com/what


A new Creative Centre  at York St John University opens in 

2022. The purpose-built space houses facilities for creative and computing 

courses including specialist space for media production and a dedicated 

floor for computer science, software engineering and games development.

Digital Creativity Labs at the University of York is driving 

excellence in the UK’s creative sector, providing world-class research and new 

perspectives in the games and media industries with a focus on real-

world impact leading to innovative ideas, technologies and solutions.

XR Stories provides research and development funding, support 

and networking to expand the potential of immersive and interactive 

technologies for digital storytelling, bringing research excellence to support 

business-focused partnerships.

Creativity in York in the Digital Age

The Guild of Media Arts is part of 

York’s cultural fabric, drawing together technical and 

creative disciplines through networking with fellow 

creatives and businesses, regular Guild meetings 

and guest talks, support from peers and experts plus 

opportunities to shape and collaborate on major 

international arts projects.

York Mediale works year-round to deliver 

new commissions, live events and artistic development, 

alongside a biennial festival, to showcase the best 

emerging and established media art that is accessible 

to all while championing diverse talent.

Aesthetica Short Film Festival 
is a leading annual international festival in York, 

founded in 2011. It is a celebration of independent film 

from around the world, an outlet for supporting and 

championing filmmaking and the festival is a BAFTA-

Qualifying short film festival.

More than £100 million has been invested in media arts facilities and 
resources to support the creative sector by York’s two universities:

* source ONS: Business Register and Employment Survey (Open Access) 2019 – 
Employee Count in York.

York is a hotbed of creative talent and digital innovation; the creative 
industries represent the fastest growing sector of the city’s economy with 
750 businesses and 4,000 employees*. 

https://www.yorksj.ac.uk/campus-and-facilities/creative-centre/
https://digitalcreativity.ac.uk/
https://xrstories.co.uk/
https://www.guildofmediaarts.com/
https://yorkmediale.com/
https://www.asff.co.uk/


You can get involved by helping to promote York’s designation and the valuable contribution that creativity 
makes to the quality of life in our city and to our local economy. 

Click to download these digital assets to use across your own channels

Get Involved: Digital Assets and Resources

Images: a selection of high 
quality images to use in your 
communications and marketing.

Logo: this logo is available for 
individuals and organisations to use 
in their communications to promote 
the city of York‘s designation as part 
of the Creative Cities Network.

Social cards: a set of social 
media cards to help raise awareness 
of the designation and inspire city-
wide collaboration – don’t forget to 
tag #CityOfMediaArts.

Sign up for the Guild of Media Arts monthly newsletter for UNESCO updates and creative news across York 

Guild of Media Arts: membership is open to organisations and individuals to help shape York’s creative future
Find out more here

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/m4gghz04rru4txj/AACcVmF4OEPS5KqDCX-DGw_3a?dl=0
https://www.guildofmediaarts.com/contact
https://www.guildofmediaarts.com/membership


January 		  24 – International Day of Education
World Day of Social Justice

March     		  8 – International Women’s Day
				    21 – International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
April			   15 – World Art Day
				    21 – World Creativity and Innovation Day
June			   5 – World Environment Day
August			   19 – World Humanitarian Day
September		  27 – World Tourism Day
October			  10 – World Mental Health Day
November		  Week commencing 9 Nov – International Week of Science and Peace
				    10 – World Science Day for Peace and Development
December		  3 – International Day of Persons with Disabilities
				    10 – Human Rights City

UN International Days 

The United Nations General Assembly designates a number of ‘International Days’ to mark important aspects of human life. 

Each international day offers the opportunity to organise activities related to the theme of the day and make an international day 
a springboard for awareness-raising. 

Look out for ways to collaborate and celebrate these days throughout the year.  Follow @MakeItYork to keep up to date with 
relevant news and events in York and use #CityOfMediaArts to join the conversation. 

https://en.unesco.org/commemorations/international-days
https://twitter.com/MakeItYork


Make It York is York’s destination management 
organisation, leading the implementation of the city’s 
Culture Strategy, York’s Creative Future, alongside the 
city’s cultural leaders, and responsible for helping to 
promote access to culture as an intrinsic part of not 

only wellbeing, but of health and employment.

York Mediale is an independent arts charity, delivering 
new commissions, live events and artistic development to 
showcase the best emerging and established media art.

The Guild of Media Arts represents York as the focal 
point for the UNESCO designation and consists 
of around 200 creative practitioners across the 

sector. Find out more about the local, national and 
international relationships behind the UCCN here.

 City of York Council supported the cross-sector partnership 
responsible for the successful UNESCO bid. It seeks to promote 

the designation on a local, national, and international level.                      

Key Contacts

makeityork.com           @MakeItYork

yorkmediale.com           @YorkMediale City of York Council            @CityofYork

guildofmediaarts.com           @CityofMediaArts

https://www.guildofmediaarts.com/
https://www.makeityork.com/culture/
https://yorkmediale.com/
https://www.york.gov.uk/
https://www.makeityork.com/culture/unesco/
https://twitter.com/MakeItYork
https://yorkmediale.com/news/unesco-city-of-media-arts/
https://twitter.com/YorkMediale
https://www.york.gov.uk/CityOfMediaArts
https://twitter.com/CityofYork
https://www.guildofmediaarts.com/
https://twitter.com/CityofMediaArts
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